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Ecrans d’intro
“More evaluation for more public debate on development assistance… 

3 questions
for Rémy Rioux
Chief Executive Officer, AFD



Title Screen 1
How does AFD link up 
with the new independent evaluation commission?

We need more evaluations, 
we need more public debate,
to ensure even stronger backing for development policy.
Surveys have made it clear that
when French people are well-informed on development policy,
70% of them view it as  effective.
The parliamentarians know this, 
and contribute to it through their inspection and audit reports. 
And they wished to create an independent evaluation commission
attached to the French Court of Auditors.
AFD heartily welcomes this initiative 
and will cooperate very actively with this new body.
Working in the field of development is challenging,
It means working in the most fragile regions,
to address the planet’s major challenges:
the environment, inequalities…
so we must evaluate the results,
the significant impacts that we want to achieve,
and share them as widely as possible.

Title Screen 2
How is AFD meeting 
the increased demand for evaluation?

For over 40 years now, AFD has had
an in-house evaluation department
and I commend the excellent work done by our colleagues.
This department’s staff has doubled since 2016
and we are currently redefining our evaluation policy
based on the following principles:
all projects supported by AFD
give rise to a completion report
likely to be evaluated.
Then, 50% of these projects are evaluated independently.
Project evaluations, cluster evaluations,
scientific impact evaluations.
44% of projects are evaluated 
and even 88% in the Sahel in 2020, despite the crisis.
These efforts are rooted in a logic of public accountability 
and in line with Parliament’s wishes.
These efforts are also based on a logic of learning
to continue to improve 
our work with our clients and our partners.
And we do so, of course, in complete transparency.
All these evaluations are put online on AFD’s website.
Our Board of Directors consults them very regularly
And we publish, every 2 years, 
an exhaustive report on the results of our project evaluations.

Title Screen 3
Why combine evaluations and partnerships?

The whole family of public development banks
now needs to make headway
with its evaluation practices and through partnerships.
This is what we do in France
between AFD, the Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and BPI France.
This is what we do in Europe,
particularly with Germany’s KfW,
with which we have staff exchanges
and conduct joint project evaluations,
and soon with the Italian Deposits and Loans Fund.
This is also what we have been doing on a global scale, 
of course, with the multilateral development banks,
for many years
and now with the major banks of the global South:
African banks, the BOAD, the DBSA, Asian banks, Latin American banks…
All the banks that we brought together in November 2020
for the “Finance in Common” Summit.
Together, they represent 2,300 billion dollars,
10% of global public and private investments.
So it is worth being evaluated
and further improving the quality of these public investments.
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